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ABSTRACT

Sophia, A. 2021. The Implementation Of Teaching English Through Distance
Learning During Covid-19 Pandemic, A Case Study In Mafaza Integrated
Smart School (Miss)National Plus Elementary School Malang. Thesis,
English Education Department, Post Graduate Program, University of Islam
Malang, Advisor: Dr. Zainul Mujahid, S.S, M.Hum

Key Words: Covid-19 Pandemic, Teaching English as Foreign Language, Distance

Learning

Covid-19 pandemic has made all activities of the community very limited.
Teaching and learning activities in schools must also be carried out by distance
learning. Thus, this research aims to dig deeper information about how distance
learning of English is carried out at MISS National Plus Elementary School Malang.
In addition, researchers are also looking for supporting factors and inhibiting factors
for the implementation of teaching and learning English through distance learning
during Covid-19 pandemic. This research is a case study conducted at MISS National
Plus Elementary School Malang with a qualitative research design. This is due to the
MISS National Plus Elementary School is a elementary school level which use dual
curriculum, those are K13 and Cambridge Curriculum. So, English is the everyday
language used in schools in formal or informal contexts. The subject of this research
is a grade 1 English teacher. Qualitative research instrument is the researcher himself
because the researcher has full authority in collecting and analyzing data. So that,
researcher collects the data trhough observation and interview. The result of this
research is a description of how the implementation of English teaching through
distance learning at MISS National Plus Elementary School, supporting factors and

inhibiting factors for the implementation of these activities.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

The first chapter of this research describes about the background of study,
statement of the problems, purposes of the study, significance of the study, limitation

of the study and the deifinition of keyterms.

1.1 Background of Study

As stated by Huang et al. (2020), Coronavirus 2019 (Covid-19) is a large
family of virus that can attack humans and animals. This virus usually causes
respiratory infections, from the common cold to serious illnesses such as Middle East
Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) and Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS). A
new type of Corona virus that was discovered in humans since the outbreak occurred
in Wuhan, China, in December 2019, then it was named Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome Coronavirus 2 (SARS-COV2), and causes Coronavirus Disease-2019
(COVID-19). Covid-19 became a world hot issue in early 2020. The, a general
director of World Health Organization (WHO) declares that Covid-19 ia as a world
pandemic. This virus has successfully made many changes in human life. Everyone
seems to be facing a terrible epidemic that threatens the lives of every human being

who has been infected by Covid-19.

Indonesia at the beginning of 2020 was shocked by the outbreak of the Covid-
19. The virus, which is originated from Wuhan, China, spread rapidly throughout the
world, including Indonesia. It indirectly affects toward various aspects of people’s
life, starting from limiting personal activities to large-scale of social activities. As the
one of the countered aspects of Covid-19, education sector has to make a new
innovation for teaching techniques during pandemic Covid-19. Based on Ministry of
Education and Culture circular letter No. 4 of 2020, point 2, due to the entry of

Covid-19 to Indonesia in March 2020, teaching and learning activities in schools
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must be avoided to prevent the Covid-19 transmission cluster and it is replaced by

learning from home or distance learning.

English teaching and learning process has to be conducted, the teacher should
perform the activity through distance learning, even though; they encounter many
difficulties. Distance learning activity requires all teachers in the school to work more
actively in conducting teaching and learning process. Students are also required to be
ready to participate in this learning process. The fundamental problem is about the
unpreparedness teacher and students to conduct distance learning process. This can be
seen from the changing of lesson plan, the way of delivering information and
assignments to students, supporting facilities for distance learning, and the
assessment stage which takes longer. Moreover, there are many students who are
economically living below the poverty line which makes them difficult to have
supporting facilities for distance learning such as computers or Android phones and

internet networks.

However, teaching and learning must go on. The ministry of education
decided to implement social distancing to prevent the spread of Covid-19 in the world
of education. Malang city education office also responded to the provisions of the
Ministry of Education to continue the socialization of the implementation of study
from home for all students from kindergarten to senior high school level. Therefore,

English teaching and learning process should be conducted through distance learning.

The problems that occurred in the world of education became the attention of
the researcher to conduct research at Mafaza Integrated Smart School National Plus

Elementary School Malang (MISS Malang).

MISS Malang is one of national plus elementary school that is quite advanced
in Malang city. In terms of location, MISS Malang was located in the strategic area

which is close to the center of community’s economy and it is an area with a high
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educational activity. The uniqueness of MISS is a national school which integrates
the K13 curriculum and Cambridge curriculum. So that English is the first language
of instruction in school. Teacher, staffs and students use English in their daily
communication. They speak in English in formal and informal settings. MISS
famous with its 4 in 1 program, those are Full English, Full Day, Small Class and
Religious Activity. MISS also has many features offered to the students, one of its
excellent features is Overseas Field Trip. Therefore, the researcher is interested in

taking the research in this school.

The research about the impact of Covid-19 pandemic can be conducted by
maximizing electronic media that is used for distance learning. This case is very
interesting to dig a deeper information about the implementation distance learning
process at MISS National Plus Elementary School Malang, as well as to examine the
obstacles and advantages of English teaching and learning process through distance

learning applied by teachers at MISS National Plus Elementary School Malang.

1.2 Statement of the Problems
Based on the background of the study above, formulates the problem as

follows:

1) How is the implementation of distance learning during the covid-19 era in
improving the English teaching process at MISS National Plus Elementary
School Malang?

2) What are the supporting factors for the implementation of English
teaching process during Covid-19 pandemic at MISS National Plus
Elementary School Malang?

3) What are the obstacles for the implementation of English teaching process
during Covid-19 pandemic at MISS National Plus Elementary School

Malang?
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1.3 Purposes of the study

This research is important to do in order to know objectively the role of

teacher in improving the English teaching process. The purposes of this research are:

1) To expose the application of distance learning method of English teaching
during the Covid-19 era in improving the English teaching process at
MISS National Plus Elementary School Malang.
2) To find the supporting factors for the implementation of English teaching
process during Covid-19 pandemic at MISS National Plus Elementary
School Malang.
3) To find obstacles for the implementation of English teaching process
during Covid-19 pandemic at MISS National Plus Elementary School
Malang.
1.4 Significance of the Study
The results of the study have enormous benefits for teachers, especially for
teacher in 4.0 era, on how to maximize the implementation of distance learning. The
rapid development of technology requires teachers to upgrade their teaching skills by
taking advantage of technological advancements. Thus, teachers who use one kind of
interesting tools or application derived from the result of this research will be able to
train students better. Teachers will also know the supporting factors and obstacles that
can occur in the application of distance learning. So that, they can take the right steps
for its implementation. While, for students with an educational background in
English, the results of this study will help them to get a picture of the real situation
during distance learning. So, if this distance learning continues, they know the right

steps to implement it.
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1.5 Limitation of study

This research was conducted to describe teaching and learning English at
MISS National Plus Elementary School Malang. Although English is not compulsory
subject in elementary school level, MISS National Plus Elementary School makes
English as a daily communication and instruction in the school. It happens because
MISS National Plus Elementary School wants to create a young generation who are
able to compete at the international level. In addition, childhood is a golden period
where the child's brain is still experiencing plasticity and flexibility so that this period
is easier than other phases of life. so that English needs to be taught to children at the
earliest possible age in order to get maximum results. The limit of this research is
how teacher teach English through distance learning especially toward new students
of grade 1. Grade 1 students are transitional students from kindergarten level which
not all students are familiar with English. So that, the researcher wants to explore
how to teach English through distance learning to new grade 1 students in. The
obstacles and supporting factors in teaching and learning English also be described in
this research. This research was conducted during the Covid-19 pandemic from the
beginning of new academic year in July 2020 until the end of semester 1 on
December 2020.
1.6 Definition of Key Terms

To avoid misunderstanding, some important terms used in this research are

defined as follows:

1) Covid-19 Pandemic
Covid-19 pandemic is the virus was first detected in city of Wuhan,
China in December 2019 and the World Health Organization (WHO)
declared as the world pandemic in March 2020.

2) Teaching English as Foreign Language
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Teaching English as Foreign Language (TEFL) is teaching English to
a person or people who already learned two or more languages. So
that, English is not their primary or secondary language. Therefore,

Teaching English in MISS National Plus Elementary School

constitutes as Teaching English as Foreign Language (TEFL).

REPOSITORY

language. This is because the Indonesian people are united by one

University of Islam Malang

language, namely Bahasa Indonesia. However, they have many
different mother tongues. Almost every region has their own mother
tongue. So that, for Indonesian people Englih is a foreign language.
3) Distance Learning

Distance learning is a teaching and learning process carried out with
the help of communication tools and internet networks. In practice,
teachers and students are not required to meet face to face directly at
the same time and place. they can do it anywhere and anytime as long
as they have communication tools that support to do distance learning.
This distance learning is widely applied in this 4.0 era where teacher
and students can take many advantages of various kinds of digital

facilities and innovations to do teaching and learning process.
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CHAPTER VI

CONCLUSION

The implementation of English distance learning at MISS national Plus
Elementary School is very good. The teacher uses several kinds of interesting
applications to create fun learning activities for their students. Distance learning is
carried out in 2 ways, namely synchronous and asynchronous. Synchronous learning
is carried out by conducting online class meetings. This opportunity is used by the
teacher to provide an explanation of the new material being taught. Therefore
students understand more easily if they listen to face-to-face online explanations with
their teacher. They also do a discussions and ask and answer questions during online
class meetings. While asynchronous is done by the teacher by giving an assignment
in the form of a worksheet file, a link that is connected to the assignment that is
shared via the WhatsApp group. By utilizing several applications to provide
assignments, the task display becomes more colorful and fun in order to make the

students become more enthusiastic in doing their tasks.

Several factors support the course of distance learning, such as learning
media, internet connection, teachers and support from parents. Learning media and
internet connection are needed because this learning is done remotely, so we need
help from technology. Creative teachers are able to create an atmosphere and fun
learning activities. Therefore students are still excited to learn from home. Support
from the parents is also a very important factor. This is because some students still

need their parents' help in doing their assignments.

However, there are also some obstacles in the implementation of distance
learning, such as the time agreement between parents and teachers in conducting
online class meetings. Because some students still need parental assistance, teachers

and parents need to make a time agreement when they conduct online class meeting.
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Next, time is limited in the zoom application in conducting meetings. In zoom
application, users must pay to get unlimited time in conducting online class meetings.
This can be overcome by using other applications such as Google Meet which has
unlimited time. the last is the lack of knowledge of parents in the use of technology.
The teacher must clearly explain the steps and instructions so that parents can
understand what activities students should do. This will also resolve itself over time
so parents will get used to it and be able to use the applications that are used for

learning.
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