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ABSTRACT 
 

Safitri, Yunita. 2022. The Correation Between Students’ Habit In Watching Movies 

Using English Subtitle And Their Vocabulary Mastery at English Department 

Universitas Islam Malang. Skripsi. English Education Department Faculty of 

Teacher Training and Education Universitas Islam Malang. Advisor I: Dr. 

Muhammad Yunus S.Pd., M.Pd. Advisor II: Dr. Dzul Fikri, S.S., M.Pd. 

 

Keywords : Correlation, habit, watching movies using English subtitles, vocabulary 

mastery. 

 

 

Habitual getting to know is studying using repetition in a learning manner. 

Studying strategies are unique actions taken by way of the learner to make 

mastering less difficult, faster, more directed, greater effective. Students do 

something on a daily schedule. This challenge is used to succeed in teaching new 

things to students. In short, habitual learning is widely used. Many Indonesian 

students can watch movies to improve their vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, 

spelling, and more. The habit of watching movies using English subtitles can be one 

of the learning media to increase students' vocabulary mastery. Using English 

subtitles while watching movies also provides an opportunity to learn vocabulary, 

acquire new vocabulary, and find lots of information about grammar to help with 

language skills.  

The aims of the research were to find out whether or not there is any 

significant correlation between students’ habits in watching movies using English 

subtitles and vocabulary mastery at the English Department Universitas Islam 

Malang. The research design was quantitative method. In collecting the data, the 

researcher used questionnaire and test. The population of the study were the eight 

semester students of English Department Universitas Islam Malang. The sample of 

the study consisted of 37 students. To analyze the data, the researcher used SPSS 

26.0 Program. 

The research findings show that there is any correlation but insignificant 

between students’ habit in watching movies using English subtitle and vocabulary 

mastery at English Department Universitas Islam Malang (rxy = 0.155≤rtable = 

0.325). So, the alternative hypothesis (Ha) is accepted and null hypothesis (Ho) is 

rejected. The meaning of this statement is the students’ habit in watching movies 

using English subtitle has a relationship but insignificant to students’ vocabulary 

mastery. 

Based on the finding of the study, it is addressed to English students to apply 

this strategies to improve their vocabulary mastery. For the next researchers are 

expected to investigate about other skills and component of English and explore 

knowledge in order to give more benefit on the research result and by involving 

more participants. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

The context of the study, the research problem, the research purpose, 

the research hypothesis, the relevance of the research, the scope and 

limitations of the research, and the definition of key terminology are all 

presented in this chapter. 

1.1  Background of the study  

One of the most important requirements for learning a language is 

vocabulary. The vocabulary technique is fundamental knowledge that is 

helpful in the form of terms that beginners may always use while learning a 

particular language, especially when learning English as a second language. 

Additionally, according to Cameron (2001:73), vocabulary is one of the 

language learning domains that significantly aids beginners in picking up a 

language. 

Students are expected to possess the necessary vocabulary proficiency 

due to their lack of language experience. Students are expected to acquire 

vocabulary knowledge in their daily lives. Additionally, a lot of academic 

tasks that involve reading, writing, and speaking demand that college students 

maintain a strong vocabulary. It is so because vocabulary is essential to 

enhancing all other language skills, including reading, writing, listening, and 

speaking. A great command of vocabulary is essential for effective language 
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learning. Students who have a strong command of vocabulary tend to be 

better readers, writers, speakers, thinkers, and newcomers. Today's global 

environment seems to make effective communication a need for success in 

business, activities, and even education. 

Students are expected to possess the necessary vocabulary proficiency 

due to their lack of language experience. Students are expected to acquire 

vocabulary knowledge in their daily lives. Additionally, a lot of academic 

tasks that involve reading, writing, and speaking demand that college students 

maintain a strong vocabulary. It is so because vocabulary is essential to 

enhancing all other language skills, including reading, writing, listening, and 

speaking. A great command of vocabulary is essential for effective language 

learning. Students who have a strong command of vocabulary tend to be 

better readers, writers, speakers, thinkers, and newcomers. Today's global 

environment seems to make effective communication a need for success in 

business, activities, and even education. 

Learning can be done everywhere; it is not always done in a 

classroom. Additionally, the teacher does not always face the class when 

teaching vocabulary. Everywhere and at any time, students can learn. Students 

who regularly watching films using English ubtitles may be able to expand 

their vocabulary. Movies can be difficult for students since they are frequently 

faster than the teacher's speech, but they can also be entertaining and help to 
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reinforce key English language skills. Students who are interested in viewing 

movies using English subtitles may learn vocabulary more frequently, and 

repeated engagement in an activity may develop into a habit. A student who 

enjoys viewing movies using English subtitle will typically watch them 

repeatedly to learn the language. Students will develop the habit of watching 

English-language movies as a result (Rahmalia, 2020). 

There are numerous reasons for this. First, audio linguists issued a 

warning that vocabulary development may be completed later and that 

language instruction should focus on the principle of grammatical acquisition 

(Kurniawan, 2016:2). Second, when speaking or writing, college students 

frequently reuse the same words, phrases, or idioms. The ability of college 

students to communicate in language is also hampered by this. While this is 

going on, some pupils who are attempting to increase their vocabulary 

proficiency have trouble remembering the words they have learned. It implies 

that learning a language is possibly difficult because of vocabulary. 

One of the essentials for learning a language is motivation. College 

students who are less interested in learning will no longer provide language 

learning that is useful. However, as the age has progressed, vocabulary 

learning has also advanced in a variety of ways, such as through audio-visual 

media. Movies are one type of audio-visual media representation. In this 

subject, students investigate vocabulary using movies as a medium. 
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Furthermore, movies provide a wealth of useful vocabulary that can be 

applied in everyday situations. It is a method for students to learn common 

phrases in a language by watching movies. Similarly, films provide visual 

statistics because they include frame language, gestures, and facial 

expressions in addition to the means, intonation, and strain of the vocabulary, 

as well as the audio system's tradition and proper language. Furthermore, 

Baltova (1994:508) claims that audiovisual media are more similar to real life 

because visual cues and context help viewers understand the message 

conveyed in the film. Nonetheless, there are subtitled movies and subtitled 

movies. Some films use English subtitles, while others use the local language 

in which the film is performed. 

Viewers typically read subtitles, whether they are in English or their 

native tongue. Since viewers understand the meaning of the strange phrases 

used by the characters in the movies, subtitles are provided to ensure that the 

message of the movies is understood. This is because the tourists can 

understand the vocabulary they picked up by listening to the dialogue and 

even reading the subtitles. The use of subtitles is efficient for educating the 

viewer about the entire movie and for learning the language. According to 

Grignor, Lavaur, and Blanc (as mentioned in Ebrahimi & Bazaee, 2016), out 

of the three possible film collections (dubbed, subtitled, or unique), the 

dubbed and subtitled model performs better overall than the unique version. 
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Watching movies with subtitles helps students become more vocabularly 

proficient. This is in line with Pavio's twin coding theory, which claims that 

seeing movies with subtitles causes new viewers to accept more signals. 

Students can identify the words they encounter in movies with the use of 

subtitles. Additionally, subtitles help pupils develop skills like as speaking, 

listening, and pronunciation. Students can ease the stress of learning a 

language by watching movies. 

Moreover, the study’s issue with this study becomes “Is there any 

significant correlation between students' habit of watching movies using 

English subtitle and their vocabulary mastery at the English Department 

University of Islam Malang ?”. Then, the objective of the research is "To find 

out whether or not any significant correlation between students' habit of 

watching movies using English subtitle and their vocabulary mastery". 

Based on the explanation above the researcher is interested to conduct 

the research entitled “The Correlation Between Students’ Habit in Watching 

Movies using English subtitle and their Vocabulary Mastery at English 

Department Universitas Islam Malang”. 

1.2  Research Problem 

The question for this study is "Is there any significant association 

between students' habit of watching movies with English subtitles and their 
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vocabulary mastery at English Department Universitas Islam Malang? " based 

on the discussion above. 

1.3  Objective of The Research  

The main purpose of this study is the wording of the research problem 

is to find out whether or not there is any significant correlation between 

students’ habits of watching movies using English subtitles and vocabulary 

mastery at the English Department Universitas Islam Malang. 

1. 4  Study Hypothesis 

The following hypotheses are for this study, which are based on the 

purpose and research question: 

1. H0 (null hypothesis) 

There is no significant correlation between students’ habits in 

watching movies using English subtitle and their vocabulary mastery. 

2. Ha (alternative hypothesis) 

There is a correlation between students’ habit of watching movies 

using English subtitle and their vocabulary mastery. 

1.5  Significant of the Research  

The theoretical significance of this study is to give information about 

student habits of watching movies using English subtitles and vocabulary 

mastery. The practical significance of this study is to give information about 
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the degree of correlation between student habits in watching movies using 

English subtitle and their vocabulary mastery. It can be used by the lecturer to 

decide whether vocabulary mastery can be improved by reading the English 

subtitles from the movies. 

1.6  Research's Scope and Limitations 

This study focuses on the student's habit of watching movies using 

English subtitles because can be one of the media for learning English 

vocabulary that may affect student vocabulary mastery. This research has one 

limitation on this study. Questionnaires and vocabulary tests are provided via 

the internet. This is because the Covid-19 pandemic isn't over yet. All 

teaching and learning activities in the class were conducted online. Therefore, 

researchers were fully aware that the reliability of the results could not be 

guaranteed. Meanwhile, researchers have provided specific instructions to 

ensure that students complete the test independently. 

1.7  Definition of key terms 

To avoid misunderstandings, researchers list some important terms 

used in clarification as follows: 

1. Vocabulary Mastery 

The most crucial component of language learning is vocabulary. 

Learning new words requires not only memorization of their forms but also 
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the ability to comprehend their meanings. For this research, vocabulary 

mastery is a result of this study, namely “The correlation between students’ 

habit in watching movies using English subtitle and their vocabulary 

mastery”. 

2. Habit 

For this research, A habit is anything that is continually and repeatedly 

done. In this study habit is the activity that doe regularly for students’ 

watching movies using English subtitle that can be useful for their English 

vocabulary mastery.  

3. Movie 

One of the entertainment plays that may be seen on television or in 

theaters is the movie. For this research, the movie is a technique for 

incorporating new vocabulary that can improve their vocabulary mastery. 

4. Subtitles  

Subtitles are provided to assure comprehension of the means inside the 

films because viewers recognize the means of unfamiliar phrases utilized by 

the characters inside the movies. The use of subtitles is effective in expertise 

the whole film as well as studying the language. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

The study's result is presented in this chapter along with 

recommendations for instructors, students, and aspiring researchers. 

5.1 Conclusion 

According to calculations made with the SPSS 26.0 program, there 

was a very weak association between the two variables of students' habit of 

watching movies with English subtitles and their level of vocabulary 

proficiency. The r-value came out to be 0.155. In the aforementioned 

calculation, it can be observed that r-value and r-table (0.155<0.325) resulted 

in Ha being approved and Ho being rejected. Therefore, there is no substantial 

link between the two variables. The correlation index number places the r-

value (0.155) in the low range (between 0.00 and 0.199). Based on the 

research's findings, the researcher concluded that there is a correlation 

between students' tendencies to watch movies with English subtitles and their 

vocabulary mastery in the English department class of 2018 at Universitas 

Islam Malang. However, this correlation is insignificant at a very low level. 

In summary, even though the subjects are English students, many of 

them achieve low scores on the vocabulary test. So, According to this study, 
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students' habit of watching movies with English subtitles doesn’t guarantee 

improvement students vocabulary mastery. 

5.2 Suggestion 

After reviewing the findings of this study, the researcher made some 

suggestions to students, lecturers, and future researchers. The following are 

the suggestions: 

1) For Students 

Hopefully, students can realize the importance of strategy in solving any 

problem, including learning a new language. Those strategies can come 

from anywhere, including daily habits. Developing their English habit can 

make learning easier and faster. Watching English movies, and Korean 

dramas using English subtitles can be interesting learning habits and 

strategies. For English students, it can be so helpful for improving their 

English ability and can develop their vocabulary with the use of English 

subtitles when they watch foreign movies. 

2) For Lecturer  

As English lecturers, they must be gaining the strategies that make 

students enjoy the English class, especially vocabulary mastery. In 

teaching, lecturers can provide effective strategies to teach English easily. 
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3) For Future Researchers 

For the next researchers are expected to investigate other skills and 

components of English and explore knowledge to give more benefit to the 

research result and by involving more participants. 
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