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ABSTRACT 

 

Mahmudah, Nurul Khumairoh. 2022. THE PERSPECTIVE OF EFL STUDENTS 

ON READING TEXTBOOKS AT THE UNIVERSITY LEVEL. 

Skripsi, English Education Department Faculty of Teacher 

Training and Education University of Islam Malang. Advisor I: Dr. 

Dwi Fita Heriyawanti, M.Pd.; Advisor II: Dzul Fikri, S.S., M.Pd. 
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In Indonesia, English is considered to be one of the school lessons. There 

are four skills in English. One of the skills in English is reading. Reading is 

important to master in English. Reading helps the students to comprehend the 

material better in class. It also helps the students to be proficient in understanding 

English. However, Literation in Indonesia is not good as in other countries. As the 

report from English First by using English Proficiency Index, Indonesia ranked 

61
st
 among 100 countries in the world. The increase in technology has decreased 

the students’ reading habits. In school, students are provided with the textbook as 

a tool in the teaching-learning process. Hence, this research aimed at investigating 

the students’ perception of the use of textbooks in class.  

In this research, the researcher used the qualitative descriptive method. 26 

students of the 6th-semester study in the English education department of the 

University of Islam Malang as the subject of the study. The researcher used three 

instruments in this study. There are questionnaires, interviews, and 

documentation. Questionnaires were used to gain the students' perception of 

reading textbooks in class. The use of interviews was aimed to acquire depth 

information based on the questionnaires, while documentation was used as 

secondary data to know the students’ abilities in the class.  

The findings showed that even though the students only spent a little time 

reading, the use of textbooks in the class was effective, helpful, and 

understandable. Reading textbooks improve their score and abilities in class. The 

students acknowledge that they might get a standard score if they did not read 

textbooks. They also admitted that reading textbooks in class are their 

responsibility, not the lecturers’. For the findings of this research, the researcher 

suggests the lecturer give the students new strategies to motivate them to read. 

The researcher also suggests the students not wait for the lecturers’ instructions to 

read textbooks since that is their responsibility. For future research, the researcher 

expects to conduct the observation directly to meet the subject and deeply 

investigate the students’ anxiety related to the instruction to read by the lecturer.  
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 
 

 This chapter presents some topics related to the introduction of the study. 

They are the background of the study, research problems, objective of the study, 

significance of the study, scope, and limitation of the study, and the definition of 

key terms. 

 

1.1. Background of the study 

 

Humans are social creatures which means that human lives depend on 

other humans. They cannot live in isolation nor do anything by themselves. As 

social creatures, human needs to interact with other humans, they need language 

to make it happen. Language is really important for human life. Language itself 

can help people to communicate with each other. In the world, there are so many 

languages since every country has different international and local languages.  

One of the languages is English. In line with Ilyosovna (2020), 67 

countries have English as their language and 27 countries have English as a 

secondary language. English may not be the most widely spoken language in the 

world, but there are 53 countries and over 400 million people use English as their 

language. English is always developing all the time. Based on Crystal (2003), it 

happens at the end of the nineteenth century where British colonial power was up 

and the rise of the United States as the superpower of the world economy. That is 

the reason why English is spoken in almost every country in the world. 
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Lauder (2008) states that even though in Indonesia English is not widely 

spoken, it is still seen as a priority as the most important foreign language to be 

taught, However, the level of English interest in Indonesia seems not good 

enough. Indonesia known as the most populous country in the non-English-

speaking world continues to be an important market for English education. It also 

highlights a position in the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 

community where English is the most spoken language that driving force of 

globalization with influences extending beyond linguistics also spanning the 

economy, politics, culture, and ideology (Zein, 2019). 

Indonesia has low proficiency in learning English. It is ranked 61
st
 among 

100 countries in the world. The data were carried out by English First using 

English Proficiency Index (EPI) (Yosintha, 2020). If a student wants to be 

proficient in understanding English, they must also be diligent in reading. Not 

only low in English but also literacy, Wijayanti (2020) stated that the students 

read less than they should due to the distraction of the internet. Wijayanti also 

stated that the reading habit decreases as the use of technology increases. Many 

students tend to be used social media instead of doing their academic tasks. 

Nowadays, English is an international language. There are four skills in 

English such as reading, speaking, listening, and writing. Reading, one of the 

skills in English is an important part of learning a new language. But today, many 

students think that it is difficult to read English books. That is one of the reasons 

why students are not interested in reading. According to (Berry, Cook, Hill & 

Steven (2010), many researchers report that the students do not read assignments 
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and do not consider the textbook as an important part of learning. (Sikorski et al., 

2002) also surveyed that students only purchased books a few times.  

From the previous study, almost 18% of the students reported that they did 

not read the textbook, and approximately 92% of the students spent up to three 

hours or less reading their finance book. It means that some of the students only 

spent time reading a book in a week. Some students realize that they did not aware 

of what their professors expect from them by spending only a little time reading 

(Berry et al., 2010). The students know how important reading is, but they choose 

to not read the textbook (Culver & Hutchens (2021), Aagard et al (2014)). The 

statements show that textbook seems not used well in the teaching-learning 

process. All previous studies also only revealed the students' perception of how 

important reading is and how much the students take time to read.  

 

1.2. Research Problems  

The research problems of this study can be stated as follows: 

1. What are the students’ perceptions of the textbook as a tool in the 

teaching-learning process?  

2. How do students perceive the benefits of reading textbooks? 

3. What are the students expect about the use of textbooks in the class? 

 

1.3. Objectives of the Study 

The objectives of the study are: 

1. To investigate the students' perspectives on reading a textbook at the 

University of Islam Malang. 
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2. To investigate whether the textbook can help students pass their course 

or not. 

3. To investigate the University of Islam Malang students’ expectations 

about using textbooks in the class. 

 

1.4. Significance of the study 

The significance of this study is to find out the students' perspectives on 

the textbook in school. Since literacy in Indonesia is low, this study provides the 

students’ perspectives on the use of textbooks as a tool in the teaching-learning 

process whether it can help them to enhance their achievement. This study will 

help the reader become aware of the right tools to use in the classroom.  

 

1.5. Scope and limitation of the Study 

The scope of this study is EFL students at the University level. The 

research focuses on the sixth-semester students at the University of Islam Malang. 

There are five classes in the sixth-semester class. The limitation of the study is the 

researcher cannot do observation directly with the subject. Since this research is 

conducted in the pandemic era. In addition, the researcher interviewed two 

students in the sixth semester of the University of Islam Malang.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

1.6.  Definition of Key Terms 

 The definition of key terms is provided to avoid misunderstanding and 

ambiguity. There are some terms used in this study that needed to be defined. 

Reading is one of the skills in English. Reading in this study means the 

ability of the students to understand the meaning of some books related to their 



5 
 

 

materials.   Usually, the teacher gives the students some books to make them 

easier to learn.  

Perspective is the students’ point of view about the use of textbooks as a 

learning tool in English lessons whether textbooks can help the students to pass 

the course or not.  

The textbook is a book that contains materials that will be taught to the 

students. It is used as a guide in the teaching-learning process. The textbooks are 

used by the teacher to help the students more understand the English materials 

which will explain.  

Students’ expectations in this research mean what they want to do with 

the use of textbooks in the class. The students need about how to use the textbook 

in the class in order to make it more helpful.  
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
 

 In this chapter, the researcher provided conclusions and suggestions. In 

conclusion, the researcher withdraws a brief conclusion from the finding and the 

discussions obtained previously in chapter IV. Furthermore, the researcher also 

provided suggestions for future researchers related to this study. 

 

5.1. Conclusion 

Based on the finding and the discussions from the previous chapter, the 

students acknowledge that the use of textbooks in the class gives them a positive 

impact. They find that the use of textbooks in the class is effective and helpful. 

Even though the students only spent a little time reading, they admitted that they 

can get many information and knowledge. Based on chapter four, the students 

agree with some statements that the textbooks they used are understandable and 

helpful. In fact, the students feel that their textbooks are not interesting. Some of 

the students stated that they prefer textbooks consisting of pictures or diagrams 

rather than only text. However, reading is important for the students to be 

successful in class. The students acknowledge that they could earn a D score or 

worse than that if they did not read the textbooks. The research found that the 

students who read a lot of textbooks get a better score rather than the students who 

seldom or never read textbooks. Moreover, the students admitted that reading 

textbooks are their responsibility, not the lecturers'. However, many students still 

seldom read their textbooks. Lack of motivation from their lecturer can be one of 
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the reasons. That is the reason why they expect their lecturer to motivate them. 

They also ask the lecturer to give them some strategies to more comprehend the 

textbooks. 

 

5.2. Suggestion 

 The researcher provides several suggestions related to this study. There 

will be three suggestions to be presented, first for the lecturers, second for the 

students, and third for the future researcher. 

 

5.2.1. For the Lecturers 

 Lecturers need to bring new strategies to motivate the students. The 

lecturers also can provide some tips and tricks in reading their textbooks so that 

the students can more comprehend the materials in the textbooks.  The lecturers 

can improve the students’ frequency of reading by giving more time for them to 

read and select the topic based on their interests and then, ask the students to write 

or present their reading reports in front of the class.   

 

5.2.2. For the Students 

 Students should be more frequent reading their textbooks. In autonomous 

learning, the students should be aware to learn by themselves. The students 

already know that reading their textbooks is their own responsibility hence, do not 

wait for the lecturers to give motivation. The students can start with a book that 

they like to read. Then, read it consistently and raise the frequency of their reading 

time day by day. It will help the students to create their reading habits. 



42 
 

 
 

 

5.2.3. For Future Researcher 

 First of all, the researcher is well aware of the many shortcomings of this 

study. First, since this study took place during the pandemic era, the researcher 

cannot conduct the interview face to face and cannot freely observe the subject 

directly. The researcher expects that the future researcher can do the study directly 

in the place. Second, the researcher expects that future researchers can use better 

instruments to get more detailed results. Regarding the research that the students 

have high anxiety when the lecturer asks them to read,   the researcher expects 

that future research can deeply investigate this students anxiety. 
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