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ABSTRAK 

Nurhidayati, Anita. 2023. The English Students’ Perceptions of Online Reading 

Comprehension Class. Skripsi, English Education Department Faculty of 

Teacher Training and Education Islamic University of Malang. Advisor I: 

Dr. Hamiddin, S.Pd, M.Pd. Advisor II; Henny Rahmawati S.Pd, S.S, 

M.Pd. 

 

Kata kunci: Persepsi, Pemahaman membaca daring 

Peneliti telah menyelidiki bagaimana siswa sekolah menengah pertama, 

khususnya siswa kelas delapan, mempersepsikan pemahaman membaca daring mereka. 

Pemahaman membaca daring merupakan salah satu faktor yang dapat memengaruhi 

siswa dalam membaca teks-teks yang tersedia secara online. Jika siswa tidak memahami 

teks daring, mereka akan merasa membaca daring menjadi kegiatan yang membosankan, 

sehingga proses mendapatkan informasi terhambat. Persepsi siswa sangat diperlukan 

untuk mengevaluasi pemahaman membaca daring dan perlu dikembangkan oleh para 

guru agar hambatan-hambatan yang ditemukan sebelumnya dapat digantikan dengan 

pilihan-pilihan lain yang lebih efektif dalam membantu pemahaman membaca siswa. 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menentukan persepsi siswa di SMP Islam Soerjo 

Alam tentang pemahaman membaca daring. Desain penelitian dengan pendekatan 

deskriptif kualitatif digunakan dalam penelitian ini. Partisipan dalam penelitian ini adalah 

35 siswa kelas delapan. Kuesioner yang diadaptasi dari Yogurtcu (2013), Tseng (2010), 

dan Torres (2017) digunakan sebagai instrumen pengumpulan data. Kuesioner terdiri dari 

30 pertanyaan tentang persepsi siswa terhadap pemahaman membaca daring. Dalam 

penelitian ini, Google Form digunakan sebagai platform digital untuk mengumpulkan 

data, dan hasilnya berupa persentase digunakan untuk menganalisis data. 

Temuan penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa membaca daring dapat meningkatkan 

pemahaman membaca siswa selama pembelajaran daring. Sebanyak 82,9% siswa merasa 

antusias terhadap teknologi yang tersedia saat membaca daring, yang sesuai dengan 

temuan Zidat et al., (2011) bahwa aplikasi berbasis web membantu siswa dalam 

meningkatkan pemahaman membaca. Selanjutnya, sebanyak 77,1% siswa setuju bahwa 

membaca daring dapat meningkatkan kemampuan penerjemahan daring mereka, yang 

sesuai dengan temuan Hazaea et al. (2016) bahwa penggunaan terjemahan daring 

berdampak signifikan pada kemampuan membaca siswa melalui ponsel. Namun, ada 

beberapa kelemahan yang dirasakan siswa saat membaca daring, yaitu gangguan 

perangkat dan sinyal jaringan, yang 71,4% siswa setuju, yang sesuai dengan temuan 

Mudra (2020) bahwa konten materi digital daring sulit diakses, mahal, dan sinyal yang 

lemah menjadi hambatan dalam pembelajaran daring. 

Peneliti berharap bahwa para guru dapat menggunakan pemahaman membaca 

daring untuk menilai kemajuan siswa dengan beradaptasi dengan era digital saat ini. Para 

guru harus memperhatikan kebutuhan terkait teknologi, seperti ketersediaan dan 

keterjangkauan fasilitas yang harus disiapkan siswa sebelum terlibat dalam aktivitas 

membaca daring. Peneliti masa depan sebaiknya menggunakan instrumen atau teknik 



analisis lain, seperti mengamati dan mewawancarai siswa, atau menggunakan metode 

gabungan untuk mendapatkan hasil yang berbeda. 
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Online reading comprehension is one of the factors that can affect 

students' reading of texts available online. Students who do not understand their 

online texts will feel that reading online is a boring activity, so the process of 

getting information is hampered. Students' perceptions are needed to evaluate 

online reading and to be developed by teachers so that the obstacles that have 

been found previously can be replaced with other options that are more effective 

in helping students in reading comprehension. 

This study aims to determine the perceptions of students in SMP Islam 

Soerjo Alam about online reading comprehension. Research design with a 

qualitative descriptive approach was used in this study. The participants of this 

study were 35 eighth-grade students. A questionnaire adapted from Yogurtcu 

(2013), Tseng (2010), and Torres (2017) was used as the data collection 

instrument. The questionnaire consisted of 30 questions about students' 

perceptions of online reading comprehension. In this study, Google Form was 

used as a digital platform to collect the data, and the results in the form of 

percentages were used to analyze the data.  

The findings of this study indicate that online reading can improve 

students' reading comprehension during online learning. A total of 82.9% of 

students were excited about the technology available when reading online, which 

is in line with the findings of Zidat et al., (2011) that web-based applications help 

students in improving reading comprehension. Next, a total of 77.1% of students 

agreed that online reading can improve their online translation, which is in line 

with Hazaea et al, (2016) findings that the use of online translation has a 

significant impact on students' reading ability via mobile phones. However, there 

are drawbacks that students feel when reading online, namely device interference 

and network signals, which 71.4% of students agreed, which is in line with Mudra 

(2020) that online digital material content is difficult to access, expensive, and 

weak signals are obstacles to online learning.  

The researcher hopes that teachers can use online reading comprehension 

to assess students' progress by adapting to the current digital age. Teachers should 

pay attention to technology-related needs, such as the availability and 

affordability of facilities that students should prepare before engaging in online 

reading activities. Future researchers should use other instruments or analysis 

techniques, such as observing and interviewing students, or use mixed methods to 

obtain different results. 

 



CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION 

In this chapter, there are six things that will be explained, namely 1) 

background of the study, 2) problem of the study, 3) objective of the study, 4) 

significance of the study, 5) scope and limitation of the study, and 6) definition of 

terms. 

1.1 Background of The Study 

English is a required subject in Indonesian junior and senior high schools. 

English is a global language that is widely spoken in many countries. As a result, 

learning English is critical for many people. According to Erwinda et al., (2021), 

there are several factors for success when learning English, such as vocabulary 

mastery and the wise application of language knowledge because there are four 

primary skills in language: speaking, listening, writing, and reading. 

Reading is one of the four necessary elements of English learning ability for 

students to gain to learn something. Students can easily get information by reading. 

By reading, humans can face everyday life (Barden, 2009, as cited by Kaiser et al., 

2010). Reading is indispensable when shopping, eating out, and engaging in 

educational activities such as reading books and newspapers. That way, reading is 

needed by all inhabitants of the earth. 

Students read more than just writing when they read. Reading 

comprehension is required for students to be capable to extract information from 

the text they read. According to Grabe (2009, as cited by Liman Kaban & 

Karadeniz, 2021), reading comprehension is one of the essential skills that students 



learning a foreign language must have. Reading comprehension is the ability to 

process text, understand its meaning, and integrate it with prior knowledge. 

According to McGeown et al., (2015), learners will continue to achieve significant 

progress in other language skills after improving their reading skills. If students 

improve their reading comprehension, they will be capable of comprehending more 

effortlessly. 

However, covid-19 has altered the entire order of the universe, including 

education. All activities involving a large number of people in one room have been 

postponed due to a World Health Organization (WHO) order not to crowd and 

encourage people to do activities in their respective homes. Teaching and learning 

activities that are typically from the classroom must replace with teaching and 

learning activities from home. As stated in Circular Letter Number 4 of 2020 

concerning the implementation of education in a state of emergency with the corona 

virus, released by the Minister of Education and Culture, Nadiem Anwar Makarim, 

online learning is carried out to create relevant learning experiences. As a result, 

the Minister of Education and Culture has chosen online learning as the only option 

for carrying out teaching and learning activities during the Covid-19 situation. 

Online learning has existed since the invention of technology and the 

internet, which were created by humans alongside the passage of time. According 

to (Singh & Thurman, 2019), the term "online learning" was first used in 1995, 

during the development of the Learning Management System (LMS). Online 

learning is a method of teaching and learning that makes use of the internet and 

digital media to deliver information. Devices and quotas from both parties (students 



and teachers) are required for online learning to take place. Several applications, 

such as Google Classroom, Google Meet, Zoom, and WhatsApp, are used for online 

learning. In online reading comprehension, students can read material created by 

their teacher using digital media such as PowerPoint or PDF. Several of these 

applications allow teachers to distribute online material. 

Teachers and students have become accustomed to limited teaching and 

learning activities as a result of the implementation of online learning in recent 

years. Students' reading habits have evolved in tandem with the advancement of 

technology and the use of online media. Today's students read more frequently 

using online media because it provides more information and a new, more enjoyable 

reading experience. Students prefer to read online rather than on printed paper for 

several reasons, including cost savings and convenience (Gómez Flórez et al., 

2012). As a result, the teacher must understand students' perceptions of online 

reading comprehension to improve students' online reading comprehension. 

Perception, according to Suprapto Arifin et al., (2017), is the process of 

giving meaning to and interpreting stimuli and sensations received by individuals, 

and it is heavily influenced by both internal and external factors. As a result, student 

perceptions can be defined as students' interpretations, assessments, or opinions of 

an object that occurs in their environment. If students have a positive perception of 

an object, it will influence their willingness to like the aim. According to Aceh 

Tarmiji et al., (2016), perception has an order for a teacher; thus, the lessons 

delivered must be arranged in a better instruct. As a result, students' perceptions of 

online reading comprehension are necessary for the learning process because 



knowing this can help teachers find strategies, methods, and styles to solve 

problems that students face. 

The researchers discovered that reading comprehension was still a problem 

among the eighth-grade students at SMP Islam Soerjo Alam. The students 

acknowledged that they were still having trouble comprehending the reading text. 

Additionally, students' reading comprehension exercises are impacted by their 

internet connection. The features of it perform sub optimally if the internet 

connection is lost, which can impede the students' ability to comprehend what they 

are reading. 

The principal and teachers at the Soerjo Alam Islamic Junior High School 

accepted the research activities to be conducted there, the students at the school 

could be invited to collaborate, and no researcher had previously looked into 

students' perceptions of online reading comprehension at that school. These factors 

led the researchers to choose the school. 

The researchers sought to conduct a study titled "The English Students' 

Perceptions of Online Reading Comprehension Class" based on the description 

provided above. 

1.2 Problem of The Study 

The study problem that rises on this study is a question which is “What is 

the perceptions of English students regarding the online reading comprehension 

class in the eighth grade of SMP Islam Soerjo Alam?” 

  



1.3 Objective of The Study 

Based on the research problems, the purpose of the study is to find out the 

perceptions of English students regarding the online reading comprehension class 

in the eighth grade of SMP Islam Soerjo Alam. 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

  The significance of this research about English students’ perception is 

expected to have several advantages, both theoretically and practically. 

Theoretically, this research is expected to give benefit, support and contribute the 

theory previously associated with reading comprehension using Online learning. 

In addition, this research can also be used as material for the development and 

reading comprehension using online learning. 

  Practically, this study had some significant parts. For students, it is intended 

that the study would be useful to students. Students can discover ways to develop 

their reading abilities. For English teachers, it is desired those teachers would 

develop engaging and efficient reading instruction methods so that students will 

like learning and not become disinterested easily. For further researcher, it is 

anticipated that this research will offer resources or data that can be used to develop 

future research. The researcher expects that other researchers will be able to assess, 

edit, amend, or recreate this study and write more studies for various levels and 

objectives. 

  



1.5 The Scope and Limitation of The Study 

  This study focuses on factors related to English students’ perception in 

online reading comprehension at eighth grade of SMP Islam Soerjo Alam. This 

study utilized two 35-student VIII A and VIII B classes that were performed online.  

  The questionnaire used in this study was modified from work done 

previously by Yogurtcu (2013), Tseng (2015), and Torres (2017). There are certain 

restrictions on this study that ought to be addressed in follow-up investigations. 

Here, the researcher’s ability to collect data is constrained by the participants in the 

study's erratic internet connections. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

The definition of key terms is meant to minimize misunderstanding and 

ambiguity in this research. Several terms need to be defined in this research that 

needs to be identified. 

1. Students’ Perception is student beliefs or opinions regarding reading 

comprehension class through online learning.  

2. Online Reading Comprehension is an activity that performs a complex task that 

involves recognizing, understanding, analyzing, and interpreting narrative texts 

done through online tools, this context Google Classroom is the platform used 

provided by teacher. 

 



CHAPTER V  

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 The research in this chapter describes the research's conclusion and 

suggestions for future researchers who want to expand on this research. 

5.1 Conclusion 

 The goal of this study was to find out what students thought about their 

online reading comprehension learning. The descriptive statistical method was used 

in the research. The research was carried out at SMP Islam Soerjo Alam. Thirty-

five eighth-grade students were chosen as participants. The research instrument was 

adapted from Yogurtcu (2013), Tseng (2015), and Torres (2017) in the form of a 

questionnaire about the influencing factors that contribute to online reading 

comprehension, online reading activities that support reading comprehension, and 

student's benefits and difficulties of online reading. 

Based on the findings, the researcher aims to elucidate the conclusions 

derived from the discussed data. The data suggests that students hold favorable 

views towards online reading comprehension due to the utilization of advanced 

technology, which generates satisfaction and novel experiences in online reading. 

Moreover, online reading comprehension offers benefits, such as the opportunity to 

enhance skills through the utilization of translation tools. By leveraging the various 

features of these tools, students can improve their reading comprehension. 

However, challenges arise when students engage in online reading, primarily 

stemming from tool interference within the digital platform and unreliable internet 

connectivity. Proficiency in navigating the digital platform is a prerequisite for 



effective reading comprehension, while remote areas may encounter difficulties in 

accessing strong internet signals. 

5.2 Suggestion 

 Based on the findings of this study, researchers have made some suggestions 

for teachers, students, and future researchers who may be able to assist them in 

overcoming this problem. 

For teachers, English teachers may be able to use online reading 

comprehension to assess their students' reading progress while keeping up with the 

times. To be able to use online reading, teachers should be aware of the availability 

and affordability of the facilities available to all students for online reading 

preparation. 

For students, students can take advantage of the advantages discovered by 

this research and try to find solutions to the difficulties discovered by this research 

with the assistance of teachers. 

For future researchers, this research can be carried out with some 

preparation using other better instrument, using other analytical techniques such as 

observation, interviewing students to find out their perceptions, or using mixed 

methods to obtain different research results. 
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