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ABSTRACT

Putri, Sherly Ristanti Eka. 2023. An Analysis of Students’ Strategies for Reducing
Reading Comprehension Difficulties in Tenth Grade at SMA Islam
Nusantara. Skripsi, English Education Department Faculty of Teacher
Training and Education University of Islam Malang. Advisor 1. Fitri
Awaliyatush Sholihah, S.Pd., M.Pd; Advisor II: Dzurriyyatun Ni’mah,
S.S., M.Pd.
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Comprehension strategies

Reading is a basic skill that is closely related to other skills such as
speaking, listening and writing. Students that are struggling academically do
poorly in lessons because they are unable to comprehend the subject being taught
in class. The kids may encounter difficulty when studying and teaching in a
classroom setting. This contributes to pupils' confusion or ignorance of the subject
matter the teacher explains during the learning process. In this context, difficulty
refers to a circumstance in which students struggle to comprehend the English

text's substance.

This study aims to determine students' difficulties and the strategies used
to reduce these difficulties in reading comprehension in the tenth grade of SMA
Islam Nusantara. The subjects of this research were five students of SMA Islam
Nusantara class X whose level of understanding of English was still lacking and a
teacher. The aims of this study were: (1) to find out the difficulties faced by tenth

grade students of SMA Islam Nusantara when reading comprehension of English
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texts, and (2) to find out the strategies used by students in reducing difficulties in

reading comprehension in tenth grade students of SMA Islam Nusantara.

Researcher used descriptive qualitative research and the data was take
collected from interviews. Researchers used data collection techniques from Miles
and Huberman (1994). The findings obtained from testing research data are as
follows: Students' difficulties in understanding reading in the 10th grade of SMA
Islam Nusantara. Based on the data and analysis in the previous chapter, the
researcher found that students had difficulty mastering vocabulary, had difficulty
concentrating, did not pay attention to the teacher, had difficulty reading long
texts and pronunciation in reading. In general, the difficulties students face in
learning to read are caused by limited vocabulary knowledge and lack of reading

experience.
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

The research’'s background materials are presented in this chapter. The
bacground of the study, the research problem, the objective of the study, the
significance of the study, the scope and limitation of the study, and the definition

of key terms are all introduced in this chapter.

1.1 Background of the Study

Reading is the process of gathering data from many sources. Since reading is a
fundamental skill for interpreting a book, it is also a crucial language skill that
kids should learn. Masduqi (2014), States that teachers and students must deal
with reading on a regular basis as part of academic life. Reading is essential
because it fosters critical thinking. Reading is how English as a Second Language
(ESL) or English as a Foreign Language (EFL) students absorb knowledge and
gather information, so reading can aid readers' critical thinking. The four main
media radio, video, cassette, and television can all be used to acquire knowledge

or information.
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Hung & Ngan (2015), highlight Reading is a vital skill that helps pupils build
their vocabulary, fluency, and other abilities. Lastly, it supports their language
learning and competency. For example, When learning English, reading is crucial
to the growth of language learning. Reading English-language literature will assist
pupils develop their writing skills, expand their vocabulary, and master grammar.
Unfortunately, spoken knowledge is limited and only temporary since students
need to be attentive listeners. Children still require a pen and a book to write down
their teacher's explanation so they can read it later, even though written content is
typically more enduring and accessible.

Based on the results of the researchers' observations when carrying out
teaching practices at SMA Islam Nusantara, especially in grade ten, the
researchers found that some students still had difficulty understanding words, lack
of student interest, vocabulary difficulties, difficulty knowing certain vocabulary
when reading comprehension, difficulty concentrating. These problems cause
students to lack reading skills. When the researcher conducted observations at
SMA Islam Nusantara, the researcher discovered some of these issues, which is
why the researcher chose the title of this thesis.

Numerous earlier research have revealed that pupils' reading comprehension
issues are caused by a lack of vocabulary and also by the methods they employ.
The statement of Lestari (2020), indicates that students' inability to use relevant
language is the most common obstacle to reading comprehension, and that the
best way for them to overcome this is to keep track of what they are reading.
Similar problems were also found at SMPN 22 Jambi (Fahmi, et al. 2022), In

addition to having trouble with grammar complexity, students also had trouble
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understanding particular terminology when reading, having trouble applying
reading strategies, and finally, having trouble focusing. Study Prihatini (2020),
demonstrates that the level of creative understanding is where pupils have the
most trouble. Insufficient teacher instruction, a lack of student enthusiasm, and
language issues were contributing factors to students' comprehending challenges
in grade ten.

The researcher discovered that various findings from several of the
aforementioned earlier studies were connected to students' struggles with reading
comprehension while learning English. The results showed that the SMA Islam
Nusantara pupils' challenges with reading comprehension share a number of
characteristics.

The researcher chose to conduct this research at SMA Islam Nusantara.
Therefore, The purpose of this study is to discover more about reading
comprehension problems in tenth grade students, as well as to identify these
problems and learn about the tactics students employ to lessen them. The study
was carried out at SMA Islam Nusantara, Malang City, East Java, which is located
at JI. Major General Haryono XXI/30, Dinoyo, Kec. Lowokwaru. The researcher
chose SMA Islam Nusantara as the object of research, because at this school there
are still many problems related to students' reading difficulties. In light of this, the
researcher carried out a study titled "An Analysis of Students' Strategies for
Reducing Reading Comprehension Difficulties in Tenth Grade at SMA Islam

Nusantara Malang" based on the considerations mentioned above.
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1.2 Research Problems
According to the study's background described above, the following research
focuses have been developed:
a. What are the students’ difficulties in reading comprehension at the tenth
grade of SMA Islam Nusantara?
b. What strategies used by student to reduce difficulties in students' reading

comprehension?

1.3 Research Purposes
The purpose of this study are:
a. To describe students® difficulties in reading comprehensionat the tenth
grade of SMA Islam Nusantara.

b. To describe strategies for students' difficulties in reading comprehension.

1.4 Research Significance
The finding of this study contribute to new knowledge and benefits for the
subjects:
1.4.1 Theoretical Benefits
This study is anticipated to promote education, particularly in relation to
the difficulties that SMA Islam Nusantara students in the tenth grade have
with reading comprehension.
1.4.2 Practical Benefits

a. For Further Researchers
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This study can be used as a guide for future research to help other scholars
get better study results.

For SMA Islam Nusantara

The findings of this study are anticipated to add to the body of knowledge
regarding the reading challenges faced by students in SMA Islam
Nusantara's tenth grade reading comprehension class.

For the Wider Community or Readers

In terms of knowledge development and reader motivation, this research is
anticipated to add reader insight, making it advantageous for all aspects of

society.

1.5 Scope and Limitation of the Study

This study provides the boundaries as described below.

151

1.5.2

Scope of the study

This study discusses what kind of difficulties are encountered in
understanding English; and strategies used to reduce difficulties in their
understanding of English. Five SMA Islam Nusantara students in the tenth
grade were the subjects of the study whose level of understanding of
English was still lacking and a teacher. This study uses interviews as an
instrument to collect data.

Limitations of the study

Potential limitations of this study include the fact that while students were
on break for the semester, data collection interviews were conducted

online. This could be one of the less than optimal findings of researchers.
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This study used open-ended questions during the interview to prevent the
interviewee from simply agreeing or disagreeing with the questions. In
addition, these questions encourage informants to answer honestly and

based on their experiences.

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms

Key terms help the reader to get in the flow of the topic.

16.1

1.6.2

1.6.3

Reading

Reading requires pupils to draw on their own knowledge and experience,
making it one of the more challenging ways to learn English.

Reading comprehension

Reading Comprehension is a method of comprehending a text by reading it
and applying reading strategies like word recognition. Understanding of
linguistic conventions and word knowledge. Reading is a part of the
constructing process as well.

Student Difficulties

Students that have trouble reading exhibit poor learning outcomes in other
subject areas.This suggests a connection between reading learning
difficulties and subpar student performance in other subject areas. The
most common sort of reading difficulty that all students encounter is
problems in reading comprehension. Students frequently experience

reading difficulties that may affect their reading proficiency scores.
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CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS

In this chapter, the researcher presents the conclusions of the research and
suggestions for developing the reading difficulties and skills of the tenth graders
of SMA Islam Nusantara. The following discussion provides conclusions and

suggestions from this study:

5.1 Conclusion

The findings obtained from testing research data in the previous chapter are as
follows: Students' difficulties in understanding reading in the tenth grade of SMA
Islam Nusantara. Based on the data and analysis in the previous chapter, the
researcher found that students had difficulties in mastering vocabulary, had
difficulty concentrating, did not pay attention to the teacher, had difficulty reading
long texts and pronunciation in reading. In general, the difficulties faced by
students in learning to read are caused by limited vocabulary knowledge and lack

of reading experience.

35
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In this case, suitable strategies were found to reduce difficulties in students'
reading comprehension, such as looking for meaning in a dictionary of difficult or
unknown vocabulary words, asking friends for help, reading repeatedly, and

reading aloud to help students remember well.

5.2 Suggestions

1. For Student

Students must work on expanding their vocabulary and frequently practice
comprehending the material of reading English-language texts. Students can also

benefit from modern technology to aid learning, particularly English.

2. For Teacher

The study's findings revealed that pupils had trouble comprehending
terminology when reading texts. The researcher wants to suggest that teachers
should practice students' understanding by practicing reading texts. Teachers can
also increase their students' vocabulary by learning new words themselves. The
teacher can also use the right techniques or procedures to help students learn to

read.

3. For the Future Researcher

For future researchers to thoroughly analyze the challenges of reading
research, they must, of course, make a range of more mature preparations in order
to uncover information that has not yet been discovered in this study. This study

might be consulted when conducting similar research on different objects.
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